[ wag excited to go back to ltaly. [ first vigited there on a
eummer holiday when [ wag eight yearg old. [t wag very hot
comfared to England and the air wag full of the exciting
amelle of Mediterranean plants. [ sauw animale that [ had

never geen before, such ag the European green lizard and
the western whip enake. My parente liked it co much that
" s g g i : 2 > e 1, o we moved there, and [ lived in ltaly for many years.
Hi, Um Daniel Whitmore and | ™S e i e O >

helF care for the Mugeums fly £

collection. Lagt year, [ travelled

to ltaly to collect gome of my
favourite flies.

gpecieg in
the world. Flies come in all shapeg, colours and
gizee and each gpecies hag an important job
in nature. [ became fagcinated by flies whilet
. ctudying ingecte at univeraity. 88
2 s - V .

Beginning my journey in Tuscany, [ drove to th
big, flat Po Plain, before slowly making my way to
the tip of ltaly's boot, collecting flieg ag [ went. [ put
: : , . them in ethanol to pregerve their ONA or pinned

Py W 5 T, ek s Bl a5 them to a gpecial foam uging ingect ping.

My favourite flieg are flech flies, S e y & : ' '
90 called becauge their maggots SE%S . ¥ o S s b
feed on the flegh of dead animalg, ~ . K S

helping o break them douwn. 4 Flesh flieg are found everywhere. They 641 | Y

are eagy to collect uging a gpecial large AR A T AR D D
4 incect net made of a fabric with very fine “YNSEEE . ¥ T
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‘ : o - holeg, but you do need to ewing the net RS B, e =S AN 4

& Some flech flieg have an interesting habit of i B, uery fact to etop them from escaping. R g A
gathering at the ’r(:(p of hillg, which makes them ARG B o ,

& K< e,

A few years ago [ diecovered that one of the " 3
mogt common EuroEean flegh flieg lookg a bit A

3 4

different in ltaly. | thought it could be a whole .=
new gpecies that scientiets were confusing for

the comrmon one because they look <o sirnilar 7 [ aleo went exploring, vigiting the tiny abandoned

T e il B yillage called Pentedattilo. The villagers were forced

i - e to leave in [783 after it wag hit by an earthquake.

They built new homeg further down the hillside and
it hag remained empty ever gince.

| [ decided to catch thege flieg <o [ could study

their ONA to work out if it wag a new gpecieg.

& | packed my collecting gear and a few clothes

and planned my [talian road trip from north to
couth along the Apennine Mountaing.

“Back at the Mugeurn, m etudying the DNA of
the flieg [ collected to help colve the riddle of the
mygterioug [talian fly. Watceh thig epace...
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Flesh fly, westernwhip snake and European green lizardimages courtesy of Wikipedia
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